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This February saw twelve hardy Ajaccios

compete in the annual Esher District Cross

Country Run. Thisis areal ‘cross-country’ course
through fields and woods — and with a steep hill

for good measure! All in all, a true character

building experience. The event is always

'bracing’, and this year we had the added bonus

of snow on the hill and, as you can see, an

exciting start and finish section through slippery

mud and melt-water bog.

This year, a total of 214 competitors took part, from
nine local Scout Groups, covering all Sections from
Beavers to Explorers and also including a Leaders
and Parents race. This is all about encouraging
youngsters of all ages and abilities to get outside,
and to participate and challenge themselves to work

beyond their comfort zone — and to do their best.
Getting muddy is just part of the fun! Congratulations
to all our Ajax participants, who were:

Beavers: Isla Hibberd, Joseff Holmes Davies,
Alexander Squire, Christian Squire and Leah Zabari.
Cubs: Theo Darlow, Charlie Forkes, Jamie Stephens
and Harri Holmes Davis.

Explorers: Robyn Zabari.

Leaders / Parents: Jonathan Holmes, John Squire

Once again the Holmes Davies family excelled for
Ajax, with 2" 4" and 1° placings in their respective
categories. However Ajax participation was lower
than in recent years (surely not the weather!!!) and
Troop participation in particular was sorely missed.
Let’s aim for a monster turn out next February!

Move over Jamie Oliver — here come the Ajax Sea
Scout chefs! In February the entire Troop tackled
their Chef's Badge which entailed each Sea Scout
cooking a three course meal for his or her family.
From the feedback we've been getting from various
parents, it looks like we could have a few budding
celebrity chefs in the making! As well as cooking at
home, members of the Troop have been learning
about food hygiene, safety in the kitchen and
planning meals for larger groups — important life skills
that it's never too soon to start to learn.

During the February half term break, those Troop
members still in the area headed for the hills — or
more precisely the Oxshott woods for a Wide Game.
A great evening was had by all playing a new game

which required one team to get pegs in various
buckets where different buckets were worth different
amounts of points whilst the other team defended the
buckets — and all this in the dark! Sounds
complicated? It certainly was — but nonetheless great
fun! To round off the evening a warming mug of hot
chocolate was enjoyed by all.

In March almost every member of the Troop who
didn’t already have it, gained their Fire Safety badge
following two visits to Walton Fire Station. The Troop
has also completed a session on faith and religion —
and a health and fitness evening. Fortunately
everyone survived to tell the tale!

Finally a big welcome back to former Troop member
Alex Thomas who is now helping at musters as part
of his Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award.



If you go into the streets at night you might get a

big surprise! In March, teams of Explorers have
been active in the community putting up no less
than 70 ‘Neighbourhood Watch'’ signs  to mark the
new area boundaries which have been established.
This is not as easy as it sounds. Tools required
include a tall step ladder and a crowbar (to get down
the old signs which have become illegible) — but the
hardest part of the exercise is convincing the local
police officer that we're not doing anything
wrong...honest!

In January, three intrepid Ajax Explorers, Sian
Winslow-Davitt, Robyn Zabari and Robbie Mallett,
went to Wales with a District party where they
found themselves walking high in the Brecon
Beacons in freshly fallen snow.

Robyn and Robbie chose to walk both days, covering
over 10 miles on each expedition, while Sian chose
to walk on Saturday and go caving on Sunday.

Upcoming events include an RYA Level 2

Powerboat course in April where six Explorers will
have the opportunity to obtain this internationally
recognised qualification with a coastal endorsement.
At Ajax, once they are over the age of 16, this means
that with the approval of an appropriate Leader they
will be able to take out a power boat — and they will
also be able to assist in a safety boat on the Thames
and at Summer Camp and at Cobnor coastal
experience weekends.

And finally, with the evenings now getting lighter and
Summer Camp less than four months away, we are
once again moving into the that part of the year which
is at the core of what we do — masses and masses of
boating! Virtually every Wednesday evening you can
expect to see the Explorers afloat — and at this year's
Summer Camp (for the first time on the Isle of Wight),
there will be an additional element of excitement as
our intrepid Explorers sail our two Wayfarer dinghies
across the Solent from Lymington to Newtown Creek
under the watchful supervision of our safety boats.
More news soon on this and on summer camp.

I n #
As ever, our Beaver Colony has been incredibly
busy throughout the past few months. Back in
January every Beaver made a passport to allow them
to ‘cross the border’ to the District Party (or were the
passports just to keep out the paparazzi?)

At the end of January the Colony commemorated
Chinese New Year by making paper Chinese
dragons and learning to write their names in Chinese.
Instead of biscuits with their squash, they nibbled on
prawn crackers (bring back the biscuits some cried
out!)

Valentine’s Day saw our Beavers busily making
Valentine’s cards. Despite suggestions that mums
might be the most appropriate recipient for the cards,
most Beavers chose to target their creations on their
boyfriends or girlfriends (and for some strange reason
one or two apparently have close relationships with
dinosaurs!).

Other activities have included a visit by the police,
pancake making, star spotting and a Mother’s Day
tea party at which some lucky mums were pampered
with tea, cakes and entertainment. To round things
off prior to Easter, a rowdy evening of Ten Pin
Bowling was enjoyed by all.

$ % %
During the dark winter months, the Ajax Cub
Pack has been busily working on various Activity
badges. In addition, six lucky Cubs attended the
annual District Badge Afternoon at Oxshott where
they enjoyed an entertaining time completing the
Communicator and Artist badges. Finally, those Cubs
who progressed to the Troop just before Easter made
a big, big push to complete their Challenge badges
and thus gain their Chief Scout's Silver Award
which they can wear on their Sea Scout Uniform. A
lot of hard work and a great achievement — well done!

On Shrove Tuesday, as usual our Cubs made
pancakes, but not just any pancakes! Believe it or
not, this year our glorious creations even included red
and yellow pancakes! Where will this all end?

The Pack is now looking forward to the lighter
evenings when we can get outside. Firstly, we will be
preparing for the District Cub Camp with fire lighting
and cooking, pitching tents and looking at what to
pack. Then we will be doing the Athletics badge and
some map reading ahead of the District Day Hike .
To prepare for summer boating, we have already
held a number of swimming sessions since no
member of the Group is allowed to go afloat unless
they can swim at least 50 metres in light clothing. We
just can’t wait till June when we will be out on the
river, kayaking, pulling (rowing to you!) and
powerboating. So much to look to look forward to!

Finally, a big welcome to Graeme Jones  who has
joined our leadership team as an Assistant Cub
Scout Leader. We know he will have lots of fun!
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A big thanks to Ajax parent Max Rutherford, a
principal of IRadx.com who has just completed a
total redesign of the Ajax website which he
originally developed and launched in early 2005.
With a completely new look and feel, the revamped
site includes many new and useful features.

Following the completion of this relaunch, Max is
handing over the management and future
development of the site to old Ajaccio Alex McNeill,
principal of Acumas who, like Max, is an experienced
professional in the web arena.

The hosting of the site will be taken over by
Dunston.IT, a new Ajax sponsor specialising in
affordable outsourced IT services for small and
medium sized businesses in Surrey and Hampshire.

Take a look at the new site at http://www.ajax.org.uk

+
The (quieter!!) winter months provide an opportunity

for Leaders and other adults to enhance their skills
and qualifications.

In February, we ran an RYA Powerboat Level 2
course for adults at which 12 candidates from various
local Sea Scout Groups descended on the WAC — all
keen to extend their boating capabilities. In the photo
Course Leader and Ajax Powerboat Instructor Lucie
Jervis (right-hand boat) is seen providing some words
of guidance. In the left hand boat Ajax Powerboat
Instructor and Explorer Sea Scout Leader Dinah
Mallet is busy supervising three candidates including
Ajax Cub Scout Leader Paul Williams and Assistant
Beaver Scout Leader Nick Barber.

We are pleased to say that both of these Ajax
Leaders, together with Assistant Scout Leader Esther
Heaslip and Assistant Cub Scout Leader Graeme
Jones successfully completed the course.

Congratulations also to uniformed Leaders Nick
Barber, David Goodman, Esther Heaslip and Chris
West, plus Skills Instructors Chris Lee and Tom
Pittman all of whom qualified to hold a marine VHF
radio operator’'s permit at a recent RYA course run at
the WAC by Ajax Leader Peter Wadsworth.

PLEASE HELP! We are collecting Sainsbury's
Active Kids Vouchers and Tesco Vouchers for
Schools and Clubs. Boxes for both vouchers are

in the lobby at the WAC. Last year we were able

to exchange the vouchers we had collected for
camping, cooking and orienteering equipment. So
please do help with this year’s effort

Best wishes to our Group Scout Leader
George Barber who is recovering from a
successful operation to de-fur a carotid artery — a
serious potential problem that was discovered
during a well man body scan.

There’'s a message here for everyone!

raiser and one at which every family undertook to h

And Finally: It's now only five weeks to the Esher May Fair  — our most important annual fund

elp when they signed up to join.  So if

Saturday 16 "™ May is not already firmly in your diary please be sure to note it now. If you have still not
confirmed the sessions at which you will help, expect a phone call soon! Let’s hope the fantastic
efforts of our enthusiastic new organising team will be rewarded with a day of brilliant sunshine!




